It's Their Community Too.
People Without Homes - New Braunfels

LESLIE
Leslie experienced homelessness as a child but was
able to put herself through school and eventually
earn a degree in social work. Shortly after school,
she earned a position in her chosen field but was
recently terminated. Leslie is unable to obtain a new
position until a legal matter is resolved involving a
past boyfriend. Unfortunately, she does not have
money for an attorney.
Because of her time on the streets as a child, Leslie
wasn't scared when she found herself homeless yet
again. However, she dreams of more and of
continuing in the profession she loves.

AUGUST
August (or Augie as he likes to be called) has
been living in an RV for several years. During
those years, he was diagnosed with Cancer and
now has supplies that he needs daily. The RV
allowed him to store his supplies and properly
care for himself post treatment. Unfortunately,
his RV was recently towed while he was buying
groceries at HEB. He could not afford to collect
his RV and was not allowed access to grab his
supplies or personal belongings. Despite his
hardships, Augie remains optimistic and cheerful.

JERRY AND JOE
You can usually find Jerry and Joe crushing their bike skills
around town. Both of them have been homeless for many
years. They’ve both struggled with addiction, but say they
are now “living our best lives!” They’re usually always
together, one behind the other, effortlessly throwing out
hilarious one-liners. When asked if they had advice about
homelessness or life in general, Joe said “Just be you. Stay
true to who you are and always fight for what you want.”
Jerry said “Kids, stay away from drugs! It’ll ruin you in
more ways then one!”

MIKE
Mike has been on the streets for many, many years. You usually
won’t see him out in the day, as he prefers to travel through the
night because that's what "all the cool cats do!” He likes to talk about
toys and tv shows from the past, and how younger generations will
NEVER fully appreciate the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. He’s quick
to find laughter in the latest fashion trends and is still trying to figure
out when “skinny jeans became a thing!” Throughout his life, Mike has
battled addiction, mental health issues, and what he says is the worst
of all...loneliness. Mike is such a kind soul! He’s admits he’s shy at
first, but loves meeting new people. Mike is currently working on
getting assistance for rehab because he truly wants to remain “living
sober.” If you see Mike, give a thumbs up and remind him that he is
worthy of all things good and great

THOMAS AND MARIA
Meet the Hernandez's. In their 90's, they've been living out of their van
for five years. For the last three months, they've been residing in the
New Braunfels Wal-Mart parking lot. Did you see them during a recent
shopping trip? Did you see Mr. Hernandez's kind eyes in the crowd? Did
you see Mrs. Hernandez's warm smile looking for cheap fruit to get by?
Did you see their clothes, shoes, or gentle hands? Did they "look
homeless" to you?
This elderly couple was found on one of the coldest nights this year.
Mr. Hernandez, barely able to get up, wore the sweetest smile as he
opened the van's back door. Mrs. Hernandez came out and was
incredibly grateful for the blankets and supplies. The volunteers
discovered the pair at almost midnight and due to a lack of after-hour
services, there was nothing else they could do to help.
By 10am the next morning, the couple was headed to a room at a local
hotel. Representatives from New Braunfels social services
organizations partnered to locate a long-term solution for a couple
that deserves comfort after many years of hardship. Soon Mr. and
Mrs. Hernandez will receive keys to a new apartment at a local assisted
living facility. Truly a happy ending!
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